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Perily 1 la unto you, that a Rich Man 
hall hardly enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 7 5 


X E occaſion of theſe Words was this: There 

: came a young Man who had great Poſſeſſions, 
| to our Bleſſed Saviour, to learn of him what 

was the beſt way to attain eternal Life. Our 
Saviour, after ſeveral Anſwers and Replys about ob- + 
ſerving the Commandments of God, at laſt 
tells him that if he would be perfef, if be Ver. 21. 
would be fully his Diſciple, he ſhould go p 
' fell all that he had, and give to the * and come 

and follow him, and he ſhould find Treaſurt in Heaven. 
The young Man, tho he ſeem'd very deſirous to 
know the true way to eternal Life, and to be 
willing to do much to obtain it; yet thought it 
too mach to ſacrifice a great Eftate for it, and fo 
he went away ſorrowful, and we may ſappoſe ap- 
ply'd himſelf to fome other Maſter that would 
ſhew bim an eafier way; however we don't read 
that ever be return'd to our Saviour again. Upon 
this, our Lord addreſſes himfelt to his Difeiples in the 
Words of my Text, Verily I ſay unto you, that a Rich 
Man ſhall hardly enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 


AS: ' In 


4 Of the good Ufe of Riches, 
In the- bandling of theſe Words, I ſhall, . 


I. Endeavour to explain the meaning of our Bleſſed 
Savigur, and how far we may ſuppoſe he in- 
tended to adapt theſe Words to the Cir- 
cumſtances he then was in, and in which 
his Church was to be for ſeveral Ages. 


II. I ſhall ſnew you what Advantages, and what 
' © Diſadvantages there are ſtill in Riches, that 
may tend to promote or hinder our entring 

into Heaven. . LS 


IL 1 wall make forme Application, and particu- 


- larly with reſpe&t to the Occaſion of our 
preſent Meeting. 8 


I. The Words at firſt fight ſcem to pronounce a 
very hard Sentence upon a great many Perſons, and 
* © upon a great many whom we haye reaſon to be- 
lieve to be good People too; and indeed, in the na- 
ture of the thing, tho Riches may be conſiderable 
Temptations to many V ices, yet their Influence does 
not ſeem to be ſo very malignant, as that it ſhould 
be · hardly poſſible for thoſe that have them, to be 
ſaved. We daily ſcE that many do overcome the 
Temptations that attend them, and notwithſtanding 
their being Rich, yet are as modeſt, and as humble, 
and as ſober, are as much above the World, and live 
as much by Faith, as thoſe that have leaſt here; nay 
erhaps ſome of the greateſt Examples we have of 
Piety and Religion, are among thoſe who are in the 
higher Stations in the World: and it is certain, that 
if Men have a deſire to do good, no Perſons can 
do ſo much, can bring, ſo much Honour to God, or 
be fo ſerviceable to all about them, as they can, It 
is not therefore to be imagin'd that. the Deſign of our 
Bleſſed Saviour ſhould be to pronounce generally, and 
| for all Ages, that it ſhould hardly be poflible that 
thoſe who have Riches, ſhould be ſaved. 4 
| e 
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The beſt way therefore to underſtand the Deſign 
of our Saviour in theſe Words, is to conſider at what 
Time, and under what Circumſtances · he ſpoke them; 
together with what is meant by the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven; by which we are not always to underſtand that 
lorious State which ſhall be the Reward of goed 
n in the other World, but it often ſignifys the 


Kingdom of Chriſt in this World, or the Chriſtian 
Church. Thus when our Saviour tells 3 


us, that the Kingdom of Heaven is at Matt. iv. 17. 


hand; that the leaſt in the Kingdom of . 
Heaven is greater than John the Bap- Matt. xi. 11. 
tiſt; when the Apoſtle ſays, That the wh 
Kingdom of + Heaven is not Meat and Rom. xiv. 17. 
Drink, but Righteouſneſs and Peace, 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoft ; nothing more can be 
meant by it than the Chriſtian Church, or the Chriſtian 
Religion, | 

If this be the Senſe of the Words, then the Mean- 
ing of our Saviour muſt be, that it is a very diffi- 
cult thing for a Rich Man to become a Convert 
to the Chriſtian Religion. Which, tho it do not 
very well agree fo the Times in which we live, this 
being now the Religion of our Country, and eſta- 
bliſn d and encourag d by Law, and -therefore (ge- 
nerally ſpeaking) Rich Men have no greater Pre- 
judices againſt it than thoſe that are poor; yet it 


was evidently true then when the Words were ſpo- 


ken, and for ſome Ages after; it was then a very 
difficult thing for a Rich Man to become a Chriſtian. 

' The Caſe in my Text has indeed ſomething pe- 
culiar in it: The Rich Man was requir'd to fell all 
that he had and give td the Poor; which is ſo far 
from being a Duty neceſſary for all now, - that it 
was not a common Caſe even then: but our Saviour 


* ſeems to require" it of him in order to his nearer 


Attendance upon bis own Peron, that he might do 
it with more Reputation ahd Honour, after he bad 
lo"generoully parted with all he had, and with leis 
diſtraction from the Cares that attend the Manage- 
ment of a great Eſtate; that be might be free, and 

. | | at 


% 


* 


6 Of the good Uſe of Riches, 
at liberty to be ſent to any part of the World 1 


preach the 8 „ and that he might do it wi 
urage and Reſolution, when he had before- hand 


renounc d all his Intereſt in this World. Theſe we 


may ſuppoſe were the Reaſons why our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour requir'd this Duty from this Rich Man ; bu 


at the ſame time it is certain that he gave no general 


Law to his Church about this matter, and ſuch as 
ſhould oblige all Perſons even then, and much leſs 
all future Ages. We do, tis true, read in the Act, 

of the Apoſtles, that in the Church of Je- 
Acts iv. ruſalem, ſuch as had Eftates ſold them, and 
32, 34. that Believers had all things common : but 

that this was done not 2s a Point of ne- 


I cefſary Duty, but as a freewill Offering, and out of 


voluntary Zeal, appears from what St. Peter ſaid to 
Ananias when he kept back- part of the Price for 
which he had fold his; hilf it re- 

Acts v. 4. main d, was it not thine own? And after 
| it was ſold, was it not in thine own Power? 
However we do not read that any other Churches 
followed this Example; and it is, apparent from the 
Epiſtles written te them by the * that they 
did not do it. The frequent and carneſt Feng 
tations to ee which we meet with in thoſe 
Epiſtles, do ** e that ſome were richer and others 
rer; that Believers had ſomething in their own - 
ower to give, or not to give, as they ſaw: occaſion ; 
and that they did not once for all part with all 
they had. The Words of St. Paul to Ti- 

I Tim. vi. mothy, Charge them that are Rich in this 
17: World, &c. do ſuppoſe that fome remain d 
. rich after they were Chriſtians ; and 
where he ſays, That he would have Charity to be 
| a matter of Liberality and not of Ne- 
2.Cor. ix. ceſſty, he plainly hints that Believers had 
7. nut all things common, that every Man 
| bad a Property in his Goods, and a Pro- 
perty that he was not bound to part with, but by 


ſuch meaſures as Chriſtian Prudence, and his own 
good Inclinations, ſhould direct. And indeed tbo 


ſmall 
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ſmall Numbers of Men, and for a little while, {uy 
make a ſhift to ſubſiſt in ſuch a State of bavi 
things common, it ſeems to be impoſſible that whole 
Nations ſhould ſubſiſt in that manner: and it is 
probable that the Church of Jeruſalem, where this 
was obſerv'd, quickly faffer'd much, and fell — 
great Poverty by it; and that this was the chi 
Reaſon that made them ſo much ſtand in need of . 
Collections for their Support from other Churches, 
of which we read frequently in St. Paul's Epiſtles. 

The Caſe then in my Text, of ſelling all and gi- 
ving to the Poor, was not a general Duty that all 
were obliged to even in thoſe times; but however 
there were many Difficulties beſides, that then ſtood 
in the way of Great and Rich People, that made 
it hard for them to enter into the Kingdom of Hea- ' 
ven, to become Converts to the Chriſtian Religion: 
I (hall at preſent take notice only of theſe two. 

1. ' That whoever would then become a Chriſtian, 
was at leaſt to hazard the loſs of all he had for 
it; and to expoſe himſelf to the Cenſures, and Re- 
proaches, and Perſecutions of the World: Theſe 
things are bard to Fleſh: and Blood, but eſpecially 
to thoſe who have a great deal to loſe, and who 
ſtand more upon their Reputation and Honour, 
and for that reafon are more ſenſible of Cenſures 
and Reproaches than other People. I do not in- 
deed queſtion but there are many that would cheer- 
fally undergo all this, and lay down their Lives 
too, rather than renounce their Religion, now they 
have had time to conſider it without prejudice, and 
are firmly perſuaded of the Truth of it. But theſe 
things are a mighty prejudice againſt taking up a 
Religion at firſt ; when a Man has the Prepoſſeſſions 
of his · former Opinions, together with all the Ter- 
rors of the World againſt it; when he muſt fe- 
dately and impartially examine into that which be 
ſees is like to undo him if it prove true: Theſe are 
matters of great difficulty, and require an uncom- 
mon degree of Sincerity to get over them; and 
upon this account we have reaſon to think that 


Px 


8 Of the good Uſe of Riches, 
many. Perſons who would now die for their Religion 
if God ſhould call them to it, would hardly have 
taken it up, had they lived in the time of our Bleſſed 
Saviour | 
2. Another Prejudice that Rich and Great Peo- 
ple bad then againſt the Chriſtian Religion, was, 
that our Savicur's appearance in the World was 
Mean and Low ; and that the Perſons he firſt em- 
loyed to preach the Goſpel, were ſuch as Great 
eople are very apt to overlook and deſpiſe. God 
did indeed in great Wiſdom make uſe of this Me- 
thod to propagate the Goſpel, that the World might 


ſee it was no human 2 and that they might 
take notice of the Power 0 


he P. God which gave it 
ſuch wonderful ſucceſs without any worldly Advan- 


tages, and by: very unlikely Inſtruments. And to 


us who now live, and fee that this Religion has 
prevail'd againſt all the Terrors and Perſecutions of 


the World by Means outwardly fo improbable, it 


is a great Argument of the Truth and Divine Ori- 
ginal of it. But this was a mighty Stumbling; block 


at that time to moſt of the Great People of the 


World: There is a certain Tincture of Pride that 
Riches generally give Men, which inclines them to 
- ſlight the Perſons and Opinions of mean- 

Eccleſ ix. er People. The poor Man's Wiſdom, ſays 
16. Solomon, is deſpiſed : Ang many People, I 
believe, are ot the Opinion of that great 

Man at the beginning of. the Reformation by Lu- 


ther; who ſaid, that he was as ſenſible as any, that 
the Church wanted to be 'reformed; but he could 


not indure the Thoughts that it hould be reformed 
by a poor Monk. | > 
For theſe Reaſons the caſe of Rich Men with 


reſpect to Chriſtianity was very different from 


what it is now, that Kings are Nurſing Fathers, and 
Queens Nurſing Mothers of the Church; and that 
ere _ are. hone of thoſe Difficulties and Hardſhips 
to keep them out of it, that were then: And by 
this we may interpret ſeveral other Texts of Scrip- 
ture of the {me nature with my Text, ſuch as 
| thele ; . 
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were ſpoken: but all Ages of the Church were not t 


— 
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theſe Not many Great, not many Rich, not 


many Noble are called; God hath choſen ©1Cor. i. 
the poor of this World ;, which were ac- 26. 
commodated to the times in which they av 


” 
- 


be like the firſt ; and therefore what might well agree - 
to that, cannot ſtrictly be applied to other times 


_ under ſuch different Circumſtances, 


I now proceed, in the ſecond place, to conſider. , 


what Advantages, and what Diſadvantages there 


are ſtill. in Riches, that may tend to promote or 


hinder our entring into Heaven. | 3 
I ſhall begin with taking notice of the Advan- 
tages that they do, or at leaſt may affore. 
1. Ih the firſt place, Rich People have Means 
and Opportunities above others of being informed 
fully in their Duty, both from the Courſe of their 
Education, and afterwards in the Courſe of their 
Lives : They have the Advantages of Time ;and 
Leiſure, of good Books, and good Converſation ; 
They have time for Reading, and for Retirement, 
that may help them both to retire, and to raiſe . 
their Souls; They are not confined. to the Cares 
of this World by the neceſfity of providing for 
a Family, but have many leiſure hours for Pray- 
er and Meditation, and for the Improvement of 
their Minds in all forts of uſeful Knowledg, - Theſe 
are og Advantages which they have above meaner 
People; and ſuch, Advantages as, I am perſuaded, 
would generally have a good Influence upon them, 
were it not for ſome original Neglect in the 
Courſe of their Education; that they are too of- 
ten bred up only to the Forms and Niceties of 
outward Behaviour, to Dreſs, and Gaming, and 
the Vanities of the World, which makes the plen- 
ty and leiſure of the future Coarſe of cheic Lees, 
only become ſnares to them: whereas, were they 
educated in. a ſtrict and a ſerious Manner, well 
—_— in Religion, and bred up under a con- 
nt Senſe of God, _ another World; _ 
TS 3 | e 


10 of the good Vſe of Riches, 42 
1 they well inſtructed in other Parts of uſeful Know- 
| ledg, and forc'd to overcome the Difficulties of it 
| while they are young; this would inure them to 
thinking and ſeriouſneſs, and inable them with 

pleaſure to ſpend their vacant Hours in ſomething 

4 that might uſeful both to themſelves, and to 

| the reſt of the World. And therefore it very 

much lies upon Parents, and all that have the 

0 ckre of ſuch Perſons, faithfally to improve this Ad- 
4 vantage, to inſtruct them well in their Duty while 
1 * they are young, to imprint upon their Minds a 
lively and ſtrong Senſe of Piety and 2 
les, of Con- 

nd Humi- 


reach them generous and noble Princip 

rage in doing their Duty, of Modeſty and Ii 

AJ, and a Love for Mankind; to ſhew them what 

Advantages they are like to have, of doing good in 

1 their Generations; and on the other ſide, what dan- 

gerous Temptations, their Plenty, and the Cuſtoms 
f the World, and the Company they are like to 

meet with, may bring upon them. If this were, 

as it might and ought to be, the Education of Gen- 

| tlemen, tho perhaps it might not always have its 
* Effect, yet they would of all Perſons be in the 

faireſt way of doing God ſervice in the Wor 

| and of going to Heaven when they die. A 

| there is the more need to be careful in this, be- 

cauſe this is but too often the only time wherein 

| they will with patience hear the Truth, and where- 

| in others will have the Courage faithfully to tell 

it them. 

| 2. Another Advantage that Riches afford, is, that 

i '. they put into our Power many Opportunities of 
| 

| 

| 


doing good, which the reſt of the World have not. 
If the greateſt Mind be ſhackled by a narrow 
Fortune, tho it may wiſh and defire never ſo well, 
yet it can ſeldom produce any great Effects: But 
the Man to whom God has 1 abundance, if 
he be withal a good Man, will be a publick Bleſ- 
ſing to all about him; he may be a comfort to 
the Afflicted, a ſupport to the Poor, an incourager 
of Virtue, and a terror to Vice; and may give a 


ight 
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bright and. ſhining Example of Piety and Goodneſs 
to the World. What an Encouragement is. this for 
ſuch Perſons to be good, that if they are ſo, many 
good Effects are like to follow from it? That the 

all have the Honour of being Inſtruments under 
God of ſo much good to Mankind? + © 
3. I fhall name but one more Advantage the Rich 

Man has; and that is, that God having put it in 
his Power to do more good here than others can 
do, has alſo by That put it in his Power to have” 


eater Degrees of Glory in the other World. All 


Men are indeed alike acceptable to our Great 
Maſter; and no Man pleaſes him, or diſpleaſes 
him the more, for the Condition he is in: But 

God's Gifts are free; and when he is pleaſed ſo 

far 8 any Perſon to intruſt — 2 

more Talents, to put more Opportupities oĩ 
pag —_ 5 - we may ſuppoſe wot * alſo 
eligns that. Per x 2 greater Degree of Glor 

if he will like a wiſe and good Steward fait * 

fully improve thoſe Talents, and make uſe of thoſe 

happy Opportunities which Providence has put into 
his hands. And therefore, if for no other reaſon, 
yet at leaſt for this, theſe things may be reckoned, | 

and may be made great Bleſſings. And what a 

mighty Encouragement is this to ſuch 

Perſons to abound in the Work of the 1 Cor. v. 
Lord? to bleſs God for the happy Pro- 58. 

vidence of placing them ſo in the World ? ; 

and to have care how they miſpend thoſe N 

which a wiſe Management may turn ſo much to 

the good of all about them here, and fo much to 
their own good both here and hereafter too? 

' Theſe are ſome of the Advantage which Great 

and Rich People have, with reſpect to the other 

World: but it muſt be confeſſed that there are 

Diſadvantages too, which attend their Condition; 

and that the Words of my Text, are in ſome re- 

ſpects ſtill true, that a Rich Man ſpall hardly enter 
ino the Kingdom of Haven. ak 


1 * , 
B 2 3, The 


is 
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1. The firſt Danger that I ſhall take notice of, to 
which ſuch Perſons are 'moſt expos'd, is, That they 
are under Temptation more than others to guide them 
ſelves by the Forms and Cuſtoms of the World; 


to be led away by Example, and to do what 


others do, without conſidering the Rule of God's 


Word, and what That requires from them. They 


are generally more than others tender of their 
Repuration, and for that reaſon afraid of any 


thing that looks like Singularity ; which, if it does 
not Fe 


ad them into any great Sins, yet too often 
keeps them from any great Degree of Piety, and 


makes them to allow themſelves ſuch Liberties as 


are hardly conſiſtent , with the true Life of Reli- 
gion. It was- not without - reaſon that 
Rom, xii. the Apoſtle commands us not to be con- 
2. formed to this World. A good Chriſtian 

ſhould indeed do what he lawfully and 
conveniently can, to make himſelf eaſy to thoſe with 
whom he is to converſe ; ſhould endeavour by his 
prudent and obliging Carriage, as much as poſſible, 
to make Religion appear amiable and lovely to all 


about him. It can be no body's Duty to be chur- 


liſn and ill-natur'd, odd and * fantaſtical, rude or 
uncivil: But after all, he that too much regards either 
the Cuſtoms, or Opinions, or Cenſures of the World, 


will make but a poor Chriſtian; for the World will 
often make other Meaſures of Duty, than God 


has made; will cenſure what he commands, and 
approve what he condemns. This therefore is one 
angerous Snare, to which rich and great People 


are often expos'd, 


2. Another Danger of Riches is this, That as 


they put into qur Power many Opportunities of do- 


ing good, ſo they do alſo many Opportunities of 
doing ill, which the lower part of Mankind have 
not. The Time and Leiſure that Rich Men have, 
which, may be made uſe of for Prayer and Medita- 
tion and Reading to improve their Minds, and in 
doing good Offices of all ſorts to their Neighbours, 
and to their Country; does on the contrary often 


expoſe 


= mo. a co 


ex poſe them to all ſorts of Vices; It lies upon their 
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hands, and they don't know what to do with them- 
ſelves; and then they are ready for 'any Temptati- 
on that ſhall* be offer d, or to ſeek it out if it don't . 
come of it ſelf: Which is eſpecially the Caſe of 
thoſe whoſe Parents took care to leave them great 
Eſtates, but took no care of their Education. The 
ſame may be ſaid as to their Plenty: As it does on 
one band put it. in their Power to do pious and cha- 
ritable Actions; ſo it does on the other hand mini- 
ſter to Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, to Riot and In- 
temperance, to Luſt and Extravagance of all ſorts. 
And that which makes theſe Temptations more dan- 
erous, is, that rich People often get above thoſe - 
Reſtraints of Shame and of Human Laws, which 
help to keep meaner Perſons in ſome order. A great 
ate is very naturally apt to miniſter to Pride 
and Vanity, to puff up our Minds, and to raiſe our 
Paſſions, and to make us forget that we have the 
ſame ſort of Bodys, and the ſame fort of Souls with 
the reſt of our Neighbours; -nay, ſome are ſo 
blinded with the Pomp and Pageantry that attends 
theſe things, that they can hardly be perſuaded 
that God himſelf will deal with them by the ſame 
Rules and Meaſures that he does with other People, 


but that he will make a favourable Allowance for 


them as Gentlemen : and theſe ſecret Thoughts or 
Hopes often make void the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and force them to give way to thoſe which they bave 
invented for themſelves. | 

3. The laſt Particular I ſhall mention, is, That 
the living in a conſtant Courſe of Eaſe and Plenty, 
is apt to make us forget our ſelves, to fix our 
Hearts and Affections here, and to eſtrange us 
from the Divine Life. It requires great Care and 
Caution in any Circumſtances of Life, to keep our 
Hearts above the World, and to live by Faith, 
and to have our Converſation in Heaven; but this 
is much more difficult while we live at Eaſe, and 


are incompaſſed with Pleaſures and Diverſions. It 
3 4, 1 
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is indeed a hard matter to reliſh the Thoughts of. 
another World, while this ſmiles upon us. The 
great Principle of all Religion, is Conſiderati 


* and eſpecially the conſidering our latter End, wi 


the Conſequences of it ; Now ſuch Thoughts as theſe 
muſt be very melancholy and ungrateful to all thoſe, 
| who do, with the Rich Man in the Go- 
Luke xvi. ſpel, go clothed with Purple and fine Li- 
19. nen, and fare ſumptuouſly every day : It 

muſt be an unwelcome thing to them, to 
think of leaving all this behind them, and to be laid 
in the Grave, where they muſt become common 
and undiſtinguiſh'd Duſt from the meaneſt of their 


.* Neighbours. Theſe, I ſay, muſt be unwelcome 


Thoughts; and therefore no wonder if they are 
kept off as long as may be, till perhaps at laſt 


e Death ſeizes them before they have entred into a- 


ny ſerious Thoughts about it. Upon this account 
a Courſe of Proſperity is a very dangerous Condi- 
tion, and would be much more dangerous than now 
it is, bad not God in his good Providence taken 
care that the moſt proſperons State here, ſhould be 
generally allay'd with a Mixture of Afflictions that 
may help to correct the Malignity of it. 


III. Thus I have ſhewed you ſome of the Advan- 
tages, and of the Diſadvantages that do till at- 
tend Riches with reſpe& to our Souls, and the o- 
ther World. Give me leave now to make ſome 
Application, which I ſhall do by addreſſing my ſelf 
firſt to thoſe that are Poor, and then to thoſe that 
are Rich. | 
1. The Application 1 would make to' thoſe that 
are Poor, is, to perſuade them to be eaſy and con- 
tented with thas Condition in which God's Provi- 
dence has plac'd them; and to conſider, that as 
they have not the Conveniences that attend a great 
Eſtate, ſo they have not the Inconveniences that 
attend it too: As they have not the Pomp and the 
Splendor, and the Reſpect, and the Plenty of the 
Rich; fo they have not the Vanity and the Vex- 
| CE ations; 
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ations; but above all, they have not the Snares aud 
Temptations. of that Condition, They ſhould not 
therefore murmur or complain, or think that Pro- 
vidence deals hardly with them, by denying them 
ſome things. that others enjoy; but rather bleſs 
God's Holy Name, that he has made the way to 
Heaven open to all, and given them forge Con- 
veniences in that reſpe& above others, by their 
being Poor. It may be, by denying them Riches, 
\ ag. only removed Temptations out of their way, 
_ t would have been their ruin had they fallen into 

M. v4 ; | * 6 

I would defire them alſo to conſider farther, that 
their being Poor will not of it ſelf carry them to 
Heaven: that as thoſe that afe Rich, if they will 
be ſo wiſe as to improve thoſe Talents with which 
God has intruſted „ may not only be happy 
in the other World, but have a higher Degree of 
Glory there, as Perſons that have done God more 
ſervice than others; ſo. on the contrary, they that 
have lived as poor as Lazarws here, may, if t 
have not a care, only change this Place of Miſery 
for a worſe when they come to die; for God re- 
gards not the Perſons of Men, but Poor and Rich 
are equally dear to him, as they do their Duty, 
and no otherwiſe. I am afraid that both Partys 
are apt in their ſecret Thoughts ſometimes to cheat 
_: the Rich and Great, by imagining that 
God will make ſome Allowance: for their py 3 
and the Poor, that he will take pity upon them for 
their Poverty. Whereas God has told us, that he 
will jutlge every Man according to his Works. 

2. I would in the next place addreſs my elf to 
thoſe that are Rich; That fince God has beſtowed 
upon them the ood things of this World, they 


would make it their endeavour that they may be 
truly Bleſſings to them, and not Snares and Curſes, © 


as they are to too many. It is indeed a melan- 
choly thing to conſider, how many there are that 


| abuſk them, not only to the diſhonour of God who 


gave 


aw 
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pave them, bat to their own Prejudice and Ruin ; 


by making them the Inſtraments of Pride and Va- 


nity, of Idleneſs and Luxury, of Lewdneſs and In- 
temperance, of deſtroying their Health, and cor- 
rupting their Souls, and of -rendring themſclves 
greater and more publick Miſchiefs than otherwiſe 
they would or could have been. So that thoſe who 
have of all Perſons the moſt reaſon to bleſs and 
praiſe and honour God, and to do him Service in 
return for the good Things which he has beſtowed 


upon them, are too often conſpicuous and great Ex- 


amples of Vice and Irreligion, and the Corrupters 
of Mankind. | 

You have already heard to what noble Ends and 
Purpoſes theſe things may be improved; that we 
may by them do God, and Religion, and our Coun- 
try and our Selves great Service. Indeed, it is a 
hard matter to ſay what Service great People may 
not be able to do; eſpecially a number of them, 
and which do with Zeal and Difintereſtedneſs ſer a- 
bout it: They may by their Charity be a Support 
to the Poor, and a Comfort to the Afflicted; They 


may by their Authority be a Terror to Vice, and, 


by couritenancing Piety and Religion, encourage 
the practice of it among their Neighbours and De- 
pendants : They may, by purſuing the true Intereſt 
of their Country without Faction or. private Intereſt, 
go a great way toward healing the Breaches of it; 
and they may, by being conſpicuous and in the View 


af the World, give a ſhining Example of all forts of 


Virtues to it. CO 
Theſe are ſome of the good Uſes which may and 
ought to be made of Riches : And accordingly when 
our great Maſter, who has intruſted us with them, 
ſhall come to reckon with us; when he ſhall fay, 
Give an Account of your Stewardſhips, for you muſt be 
#0 longer Stewards: theſe are the Things that will 
be inquired into. And what a ſad Condition muſt 
that poor Creature be in, who muſt then anſwer, 


No Lord, it muſt be confeſſed that I have done 


nong 
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none of all this; I have improved no Talent, and 
done'thee no' Service with all the Me Len- 
ave. abuſed the 
Riches thou gaveſt me, to do miſchief in the World, 
an@ to make my ſelf and others worſe than we ſhould' 
have been; I have ſpent them in Gaming and Idle- 
neſs, in Vanity and Vices, in Riot and | 
Intemperance, and in making Provyfion for Rom.xiii. 
the Fleſh,” to fulfil the Lufts thereof. is. 14. 
is a very ſad account of a Man's  Stew- * 
ardſhip, and 1 pray God it may not be the Caſe 
of any Perſon that this day hears me; how much 
better would it be for any of us to live and die 
Beggats, than to go out of the World with ſuch a 
Load as this upon us? | 
It will be therefore great Wiſdom to think of theſe 
Things beforehand, to examine our ſelves how we, 
ſnall be able to make up our Accounts when God ſhall 
call us to it. If we would but do this as we ought 
to do, we might then enjoy our Riches with Com- 
fort; we might then live in the World, and go out 
of it, with hope in God; and when we muſt give up 


our Accounts, as we all mult in a little time, we 


ſhould do it with Foy, and not with Grief. What a 
Bleſſing would Riches be, if they were thus mana- 
ged ? And how much reaſon ſhould we have for ever 
to thank God for truſting us with them? 

We ſhould'then truly make Friends of this Lake xvi. 
Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, and when g. : 
they ſhall fail, be received into everlaſting | 
Habitations, But off the other ſide, if we endea- 
vour to procure theſe things by Fraud,” or Oporeſli- 
on; if; when we have them, we ſpend them upon 
our Luſts, make them ſerve only as inſtruments of 
Vanity and worldly Pleaſure ; or if we make our 
ſelves, and what we have, uſeleſs to the World by 
immoderate heaping up; all the Satisfaction we ſhall 
have from it, can be but very ſhort, only durin 
the time of a ſhort uncertain Life, and that mixe 
with a great deal of Care and Trouble, attended 


= with - 
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with the Carſe of God, and at leaſt every now and 
then with ſad Expectations of the Aecount that muſt 
cbme after: This, I ſay, is the beſt that we ſhall make 
of it in this Word; and all that ever we are like to 
make of it. For when our Souls ſhall be ſeparated 
from our Bodies, we muſt be ſeparated for ever 
from all theſe Things : And then, inſtead of that 
Crown of Glory which we might have bad for the 

125 ood improvement of them; and that 
Mat. xxv. bleſſed Sentence of Well dene, thou good 
21. and faithful Servant, enter thou into the 

Joy of thy Lord; we muſt expect from 
God only the ſad Reproach which the 
I uke xvi. Rich Man in the Goſpel mes with, 
27. Son, remember that thou in thy Life- 
time receivedft thy good Things, 

Give me leave now to make ſome more particular 
Application, with reſpect to the Occaſion of our 
preſent meeting together; and, in order to that, 
to read to you the following Papers. Ow 


Here the Report was read, 


What I would obſerve upon theſe Papers, is, IJ. 
in the rt place, That we have great reaſon to bleſs 
God, that notwithſtanding all the heavy Taxes that 
have been made neceſſary by a long ard very expenſive 
War, and notwithſtandirg the Burden that by Law is 
laid upon Pariſhes to provide for the Poor; yet that 
theſe and many other good deſigns of Charity have 
{till been carried on, and not only tarried on, but ma- 
ny of them have been very much increaſed within theſe 
late Fears; eſpecially thoſe for the Education and 
placing cut of poor Children, and the Propagation 
of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts: We bave, I ſay, 
. reaſon to bleſs God on this Account, and to 

ope that this may be a Pledg of the Continuance 
of his Protection; that theſe good Charities, and the 
Pray ers of good People will cry ſtronger in bis Ears 
tor Mercy, than the Sins of others dv for Venge- 


- 
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- ance : and ſince I am upon this Subject, give me leave 
to add the zealous Attempts of many worthy Per- 
ſons for the Reformation of Manners. © I cannot but 
hope that God deſigns to ſpare us ſome time longer, | 2 
to ſee what good effect theſe Things will have upon 
us, and to try whether we will perſevere with the 
ſame Zeal with which theſe have begun, ang ſo 
far carried on. | | gh . 

2. The next Thing that I would obſerve, is, That 
the Charities you have an account of in the Papers, 
are ſuch as do relate to the moſt tender Wants of 
Mankind. What can a poor Parent, that is going 
out of the World, and has nothing to leave his 
Children, more tenderly deſire than the charitable 
Care of others, to educate them in the fear of 
God, and afterwards to place them out in ſuch a 
way, as may enable them to live- comfortably all 
their Lives? What can more ſenſibly touch any of 
us, than the thoughts of being deprived of ouc Un- 
derſtandings, or of being ſick or wounded, with- 
out any means of Cure by reaſon of our Poverty ? 
Our own inward Apprehenſions of theſe Things, 
will beſt teach us the uſefulneſs of theſe Charities, 
and how much we ought to encourage them. As for 
the other parts, that of ſetting the Poor to work, 
and of correcting the Vicious and Idle; the thoughts 
of them do not indeed ſo much work upon our Com- 
paſſion as thoſe mentioned befure: but ou. Reaſon 
will tell us that they are of great uſefulneſs to our 
Country, and abſolutely neceſſary to prevent or cure 
Vice, and to promote Induliry and good Order in 
any Society: and perhaps nothing bas contributed 
ſo much to Want and Beggary, and diffylatene!s of 
Manners of all ſorts, as the neglect of theſe Things 
in the greateſt part of the Kingdom. 

I ſhall not further inlarge upon theſe Particulars, 
but leave all Perſons to that Liberty that God has al- 
lowed them, to follow ſuch ways and meth d in the 

. diſpoſal of their Charity, as Prudence ani cht vwa 
Chriſtian Inclinations ſhall direct, | 


G2 But 
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But I cannot conclude without earneſtly exhort- 
ing all that have Ability, to abound in this Duty, as 
being the beſt uſe they can make of their Riches, 
and the beſt means to attain, by them all that is tru- 

1y defirable for us, both with reſpect to this World 

and the other. | | | 
I. In the firſt place, do we deſire to honour God, 
and that he ſhould be honoured and praiſed in the 
World by others? I hope we do all deſire it, I am 
ſure we ought to do ſo, and thoſe eſpecially who 
have received moſt from bim; and God himſelf 
particularly requires that we ſhould Ho- 
Prov. iii. nour him with our Subſtance. Now this 
9. we do, when out of regard to God, and 
_p for his ſake, we give back again part of 
that which his Providence. has beſtowed upon us, 
for ſuch uſes of Piety and Charity as are agreeable 
to him; This is a ſort of Tribute that we pay to 
the great Sovereign of the World, whereby we own 
his Dominion over us, and that we originally re- 
ceived all THogs from him. But beſides this; we 
do by works of Charity give occaſion for others to 
thank and praiſe God, eſpecially thoſe poor Crea- 
tures who receive benefit by it. When a Perſon is in 
want, a ſmall- matter is a great Bleſſing to him, and 
be feels the dn ſenſibly, and for that rea- 

ſon is very apt to be thankful to God, as well as to 
bis immediate Benefactors. How many Mouths 
may Great and Rich People thus fill with Praiſe 
to God, when it may he they give them no more 
than enough to ſatisfy a preſent Hunger? And how 
much better is this, than to ſpend it in Riot, or 
Luxury, or Vanity, or Superfluities upon our 
ſelves, for which, as being things we do not want 
probably we never ſo much as think of praiſin God ? 

2, Do we delire to live happily in the World, and 
to have a comfortable Enjoyment of thoſe Conveni- 
encies that Providence has beſtowed upon us? This 
is a Queſtion that needs not be ask'd, becauſe it's 
what every body aims at, tho but few attain to it F 

| an 
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and {<> without it, the greateſt Eſtate is nothing 
elſe 


ut an impertinent om It will not 
en 


erhaps at firſt thought be apprehended that 
| =; trueft Enjoyment of what we give Way; 


but it is certainly true, and true allo, that without 


ſome competent meaſure of g we can have no 
great Satisfaction in the Uſe of all the reſt. Natural 

Reaſon will eaſily tell Men, that when the Providence 
of God has made ſome Poor, and others Rich, his 
meaning was not that any Man ſhould ingroſs a great 


Eſtate merely to himſelf; that he ſhould heap; up all 


he can, only to gratify the Vanity of 2 thought 

| him ; or 
that he ſhould ſpend it all in Superfluities and Ex- 
ceſſes, while there are numbers of miſerable Objects 


about bim, that may be relieved by a little of that 
which he can very well ſpare, Natural Reaſon, 
1 fay, as well as the Chriſtian Religion, will eaſily 


teach Men that this can never be approv'd by a g 


9 who has a Love for all his Creatures, and 
whole Family this World is: That tho he may al- 


low that ſome ſhould be higher in his Family, and 
enjoy more of the Goods of it than others do, yet 
that he can never indure that any Member of it 
. ſhould only regard himſelf, and not care whether 
the reſt of the Family ſtarve or not. Theſe Thoughts 


muſt and will every now and then break in upon 
all ſuch unmerciful Perſons; and tho they may. not 
be ſtrong enough to rgclaim them, . yet they will be 


ſtrong enough to diſturb them, they will be apt to 
| haunt and purſue their apy and fill them with 
Tad Expectations: Every 


Deſign that's. going 
on, and every miſerable Object they meet with will 
be a ſecret Reproach to their Conſciences. To con- 
clude this Head; nothing creates ſuch ſtrong Fears 
and Jealouſies of an After-account, as Unmercitulneſs : 
And; on the other ſide, nothing gives a Man ſuch 


Hope in God, and ſuch a Confidence in his Favour, 


as the having ſhewed Mercy and Pity to other Peo- 
ain Conſequence of which is, * the 
| cace 


r 


Pſal. xxxvii. miſt tells us, I have been young and 
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Peace and Quiet, and Cheerfulneſs, and Serenity of 
our Minds do very much depend upon this Vertue of 
Charity ; and I do not doubt bat all that will try 
it, will find the Words of the Wiſe Man 
Prov. xi. made good to them: The Soul of the Li- 
TC beral Man ſhall be made fat, and he that 

watereth ſhall be watered alſo himſelf. 

3. Do we deſire that God's Bleſſings ſhould go 
along with what we leave to our Poſterity ? That 


they ſhould be happy in the Enjoyment of what we 


have by our Labour and Induſtry procured for 
them? This is what all Parents propoſe to themſelves ; 
and the hope of this, is what ſweetens all their Cares, 
and makes the Toil and Solicitude of their whole 
Life go off light and 2 8 Now common Experi- 
ence teaches as that the beſt way to do this, is not 
by leaving them overgrown Eſtates (for that often 
proves their ruin, eſpecially if they come young to 
them, by being an incentive to all manner of Vices 
and ' Exorbitances, which frequently make an end 
of them and their Eſtates together in a little time ;) 
but the beſt way tolay a ſure Foundation for the 
Happineſs of our Poſterity, is in the firſt place to 
breed them up carefully and modeſtly, and in the 
Fear of God; and in the next = to take care 
that what we leave them be honeſtly and fairly got- 
ten; and then, that we ſanctify and bring God's 
Bleſſing upon what we have, by offering up to Him 
his proper ſhare of it. This may perhaps make an 
Eſtate leſs, and 2 not; but it is certainly the 

beſt way to make it laſting. The Pſal- 
257 26. now am old, and yet never ſaw I the 

Righteous forſaken, nor his Seed beggin 
their bread ;, be is ever merciful and lendeth, 444 
his Seed is bleſſed. 

There have been many great Eſtates rais'd from 
time to'time in this rich and popalous City, fome of 
which have remain'd for ſeveral Ages, many more 
were quickly \, ent again. I would not mike my 

| | 8 
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Reflection upon this, or pry into the ſecret Reaſons 
of God's Providence; but the uſe I would make of 
it is, to perſuade all not to be too eager in heaping 
up of that, which may ſoon be diſperſed again ; a 
that, if we mean to have our how 6 bappy, we' 
would chiefly look up to God for that Bleſſing. 

4. Do we deſire to place out our Mony upon the beſt 
Security ? Do. we defire to have it out of the reach 
of all Dangers and Accidents ? Do we deſirt to have 
it our own, and to enjoy it for ever? Theſe are 
things certainly deſirable ; and the want of them is 
the chief Cauſe that makes ſo much Vanity and Vex- 
ation attend Riches. Thoſe that have a great deal 

in the World are often at a loſs, as the Rich Man in 
the Parable was, where they ſhall lay their Stores ; 
in what ſecure manner they ſhall diſpoſe of what they 
bave; and theſe thoughts are often very perplexing: 


for we live in a World full of Deceit and Knavery, 


and my liable to Accidents, Changes, and Revo- 
lutions of all ſorts; or however at beſt our Lives are 
uncertain, Death may ſuddenly ſeize us, and then we 
muſt be deveſted of all theſe things, tho we could 
be certain to keep them till then. But the Scripture 
tells us that what we diſpoſe of in Charity, is liable 
to none of theſe Inconveniences ; that tho we have 
given it away, yet it ſtill remains our own, and is 
plac'd out upon the beſt Security, that 
of God himſelf; That he that giverh to Prov. Xix. 
the Poor, lendeth to the Lord ;, and that 17. 
which he hath given will he pay him. a- 
gain, Our Bleſſed Saviour alſo tells us, that giying 
to the Poor is laying up Treaſure in Heaven, a very 
ſecure Place, liable to none of the Accidents 
or Changes of this preſent State; Where Mat. vi. 
Moth and Ruſt do not corrupt, and where 20. 
Thieves cannot break through nor fteal, But 
what is moſt valuable in this caſe is, That it is lay- 
ivg up Treaſure there, where we expeR to be our 
ſelves, and to live for ever; it is ſending our Riches 
to Heaven before us, for our uſe there to all Eternity ; 


it 
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it is making eternal Riches: of them; inſtead of tran- 
fient and temporal: Im a Word, however other 
People may be thought Rich here, no Man can 
die Rich and be Rich for ever, but he that is 
Charitable. 1115110" -Of 4 

I ſhall conclude all with that Charge which St; Paul 
_ commands T z:mothy to give to Rich Men, 

1 Tim. vi. Charge them that are Nich in this World, 
17, 18, 18. that they be nat high-minded, nor truft 
7H 1 Le e 1 — * the Li- 
ving' Go vet h us richly: all things to enjoy; 
that they do wal that they h rich in good Works? 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate, laying up 
in flore/ for themſelves: a' good Foundation againſt the 
; 1775 to come, that they may lay hold on Eternal 
Ie. 71 an . 


